














 
Follow-up Report from Royal Oak  

It is with great pleasure that I send you these photos of the 
reinstalled Flint Faience fireplace at Addams Elementary in 
Royal Oak, Michigan. Although the school board did not 
approve of the reinstallation of The Story of Little Black Sambo 
tiles, we were very lucky to find replacement Flint Faience tiles 
of the exact size from another closed Royal Oak elementary 
school that were saved by one of the district's maintenance 
workers a few years ago. As always, we could not have 
completed this project without the superb craftsmanship of 
Larry Mobley and the ceramic expertise of local ceramic artist, 
Laurie Eisenhardt. We also had the support of our principal, 
Judi Juneau, the school board, and our generous PTA 
membership, which raised the money to save this historic 
artwork for the children of our school. Thank you for all your 
information and expertise. 

Diana Barrer, Addams Elementary PTA Communications VP 

Batchelder Tile Plant Revealed 

From the Los Angeles Times, September 19, 1920: Batchelder Tile Company is Enlarging Factory. “Plans have 
been prepared...by local architects, the contracts for construction have been awarded, and the work is now 
proceeding. Until recently the plant of the Batchelder Tile Company, manufacturers of the well-known Batchelder 
tile, was located in Pasadena. Several months ago the company purchased a site of one and one-half acres at 2633 
Artesian Street, in the north end and commenced the erection of the first units of its plant. The Pasadena factory was 
permanently closed last month and work has been conducted in the units of the local plant which were completed.” 

“Plans have been prepared by Krempel & Erkes for a new group of buildings consisting of a mixing plant, blower 
house, boiler house, kilns and office building, in addition to the main factory. At the present time work is being 
concentrated on the new shipping and warehouse unit, comprising an area of about 12,000 square feet of floor space. 
When this work is completed the construction of additional kilns will be started immediately. All of the buildings are 
to be of mill construction, with brick and tile walls. The sawtooth type of roof was adopted in order to assure a 
maximum amount of even light during the working hours. Through the adoption of the unit system, the company can 
expand and enlarge its plant according to the requirements of the business. The new factory is served by both the 
Santa Fe and Salt Lake railroads”. 

Special thanks to Ernest Marquez for discovering this important piece of tile history and to THF member Cristi 
Walden for bringing it to our attention. The article is made available through the Los Angeles Public Library 
Database program Proquest. 

Larry Mobley and Diana Barrer  
pose in front of the newly restored 
Flint Faience fireplace mantel at 

Addams Elementary in Royal Oak, Michigan. 
Photo courtesy of Diana Barrer. 

The Batchelder Tile Company has removed its main plant from Pasadena to the industrial section of Los Angeles and is increasing its 
capacity through the construction of additional units, Krempel & Erkes, architects. From the Los Angeles Times, September 19, 1920.




