
From: Amanda Harris <ahatoo@yahoo.com> 

Subject: Delft tile album 

Date: January 25, 2018 at 8:31:37 AM PST 

To: foundation@tileheritage.org 

 

Dear Tile Heritage….. 
I am contacting you as you were kind enough to communicate with me on Facebook a couple of years ago 
regarding an American tile I was trying to identify. 
 

I collect Art Nouveau / Arts & Crafts tiles, and also occasionally find related items of interest. 
 

I have recently acquired an album full of 125 hand drawn renditions of religious delft tiles, some with pencil-
written notes linking the illustrations to their appropriate biblical references. 
 

These were the studies made by one Thomas S Cole, a Toronto ceramics collector, and it would appear, from a 
newspaper article in the album, that, in 1928, at the age of 84, he was selling some of his collection, and this sale 
was featured in The Toronto Daily Star (October 13th 1928). It states that The Royal Ontario Museum was 
among 'Institutions and individuals' who were-keen to secure some of his antiques. Presumably he made these 
drawings of religious Delft tiles in his collection ( called 'plaques' in the article). 
 

I have been unable to trace this man, records of purchases made, or his collection, but feel that it must be of 
interest to someone, possibly one of your members? 
 

I attach some photos of the album and the article, and would be very happy if you wished to feature them, or if 
anyone would be interested in purchasing them, quirky as they are!!! 
 

I look forward to hearing from you, 
 

Best regards, 
Amanda Harris 

	








